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Spooky Season

October is coming around and one of my favorite holidays is
nearly upon us. Halloween is a holiday that | am always looking
forward to, it was always more about the trick-or-treating. Kids
and young adults, maybe up to age sixteen or seventeen,
would dress up and wander around the neighborhood to get
candy. In Alaska, it was always dark and usually was cold
enough that there was snow on the ground.

Every neighbor who was handing out candy had a display,
some more elaborate than others. The goal of course was to
spook the kids and give them a little scare. At the end of the
walkway, we would push the doorbell, and yell “Trick or Treat”
as the door was opened. The neighbor would smile and ask
“Who/What are you dressed as?” And they would have a big
bowl of candy to grab a handful or two from.

Costumes had to be planned to go over winter coats and
potentially be used with gloves, cleats, electric blankets or
anything that could keep the wearer warm while they
wandered. Cars were involved only in ferrying groups to new
neighborhoods or between houses if the area was large
enough.

After trick-or-treating, the group would sit down and sort
through the candy, rating each based on how much we liked it.
We would sort and trade among each other for treats. It was
fun to sort through mountains of candy looking for the kinds
we liked. We would ration them out for as long as kids could.
A week tops. My little sister loved sour candy, always going for
“Warheads” and “Sour Patch Kids”, lemon flavor being the
favorite. Mine was always the sweet, gummy candy, “Mike and
Ikes™ or “Skittles”, similar to “Poiful”.

As an adult in college, my costumes were always horrible, |
never learned to sew, so the premade costumes here are nice.
But Halloween is always a night to go out and have a little bit
of fun in a different costume.
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