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Science Fiction

| recently read a book by the name of Project Hail Mary. It is
what is called a hard sci-fi, meaning that the author tries to
adhere closely to the science and engineering of the time it
was written and bases the story on brand new options from
the same set of principles. Like The Martian and Artemis this
book is written by Andy Weir. Definitely a good choice for
science fiction.

The story follows the main character (Ryland Grace) as he
attempts to figure out how to stop the sun from dying. Alone
on a spaceship he is humanities last hope at averting climate
change. Well, the planet freezing instead of burning. The sun is
going out and the planet is losing heat, which means that the
blanket of warmth that greenhouse gas emissions provided
could actually act like an insulator against the cold. Of course,
that only works so long as the sun doesn't actually die.

This interstellar adventure follows Ryland as he investigates
how to keep the sun healthy so that humanity can survive. He and
his team are entrusted with the fate of humanity. And maybe
something else. But that is for those who don't want the story to
be spoiled. All I know is that the ending left me pondering: Is this
really the future we are hoping for? A random chance among
random chances where so much can go wrong? An uncertain
outcome that might as well have fallen out of the sky?

In English, a “Hail Mary play” comes from American football,
a pass so long that a “Hail Mary” prayer could be whispered as
everyone waits to see where the ball lands. A kind of pass
made out of desperation. From one corner of the field to the
opposite end. | wonder if that was Weir's intent with the book.
“Americans can't be so complacent as to think a miracle will
happen to save us from climate change, from the heat. Can
they?”
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