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| grew up on manga

My hometown was in a remote part of Alaska, it was pretty
small sitting at maybe 9,000 people. We had a military base
which helped but | digress. For one of my birthday presents |
got a copy of Shonen Jump. 1t had all the 2000's classics,
Naruto, One Piece, Bobobo-bo-bobobo, Shaman King, and
Gintama among others. Unfortunately, | could only find Naruto
and One Piece at the local bookstore. And even then, it was a
matter of them only carrying the first volumes, which were
quickly consumed. They were maybe the only comics | read.

It was after moving to a major city that had a Barnes and
Noble (one of the major book chains, like Tsutaya) that I could
really dig into volumes ten and eleven of Naruto and One Piece
as well as new manga like Fullmetal Alchemist and Love Hina. |
would talk about BLEACH with my high school friends.

It was not until after college that | really got into reading
manga again. The local library even had gotten a graphic
novel section of which manga was included (In America,
comics refers to comic books, ten to sixteen-page booklets.
Tankobon volumes are redubbed as graphic novels.). | read
some of the new popular ones like Demon Slayer and Attack
on Titan as well as a couple from titles that interested me,
like Delicious in Dungeon, Silver Spoon, and Golden Kamuy.
Of course, | tried to catch up on One Piece too.

They inspired me to get into cooking, especially Delicious in
Dungeon and Food Wars. The care that the authors put into
writing the food scenes made me want to participate in that
culture and learn more about how to cook efficiently. I'm shy
and like to take baby steps so | started with cooking salmon
for my grandfather. Just writing about them makes me want
to reread them.

Hope you are having a wonderful summer vacation, talk to
you later.

Leonard
LFR
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