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| am from Fairbanks, Alaska; The land of the midnight
sun. Fairbanks is only 220 kilometers away from the Arctic
Circle, the point at which the summer sun stays in the sky
for 24 hours a day. While the winters are very cold in the
interior of Alaska, normally reaching -40 degrees Celsius
for three to four days, the summers can get just as hot,
reaching 23 degrees, making it one of the most variable
temperature places. As a result of being so close to the
Arctic Circle, the sun sets at about 2 AM in the morning for
a couple of hours. There is a Midnight Sun Baseball game
played in the evening light at 11 PM.

| was usually watching or running in the Midnight Sun
Run, a 10 km race from the university to a local park.
Everyone enjoys the costume contest that some of the
runners choose to participate in. There are lots of people
who watch as they run through the neighborhoods.

There is also a celebration downtown until the sun sets,
with a variety of things to eat, activities and games, and
music to listen to. Elephant ears (fried dough), pretzels,
and churros make it an American style festival, alongside
all of the restaurant food booths and even a few small
carnival- style attractions. It is fun to run into friends as we
wander the streets. | am looking forward to seeing the
festivals that both Hirono and Iwaki have to offer.

Anyway, | hope you have a great day, talk to you later.

Leonard |
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