Happy New Year! /s \\

New Year's Day is an important celebration
day in many countries around the world. In
both Japan and the Philippines, families
celebrate together, but the traditions are a
little different. Let's take a look! @

In Japan, | noticed that New Year is calm
and peaceful. | heard that families clean their
homes to welcome good fortune. | saw people
visit a shrine on January 1st and learned that it
is called "hatsumode,” a prayer for good
health, success, happiness, and more in the
coming year. | tried it last year with my friends
and | plan to do it in 2026, too.

In the Philippines, New Year is loud, colorful,
and full of energy. Families and neighbors
celebrate with big parties. At midnight, people
make noise with fireworks, horns, and music to
drive away bad luck. Many families prepare 12
round fruits for good fortune. Homes open their
windows and doors to welcome luck. There is
plenty of food, singing, and dancing. Everyone
greets each other with “Manigong Bagong
Taon!” (Tagalog) or “Malipayong Bag-ong
Tuig!” (Bisaya) which means Happy New Year!

No matter how people celebrate, New Year
is a chance to begin again. It is a time to be
thankful, to make plans for the future, and to
share joy with others. | hope that year 2026
brings health, happiness, and peace to
everyone. ! Y
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