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Stepping outside my comfort zone

Growing up, | spent my entire life in Cebu,
Philippines. Cebu is a popular tourist destination
because of its magnificent beaches, natural beauty,
delicious food and friendly people. | can't refute
why it's famous because it's true that it's a must-see
destination in the Philippines.

As time passed, | grew to like watching YouTube
videos, particularly travel vlogs. I'm constantly curious
about life outside the Philippines. So | started my baby
steps, teaching English online to students abroad, but
when | met largely Japanese students, they always
said, "Come and visit Japan". So that's when my
dream started to take shape. "The first country | want
to visit is Japan." | stated this in 2018. And now, in
2023, my dream has finally come true.

Diving into a new culture, learning a new language,
moving to a new country and trying things that | am
unfamiliar with, are not simple. I've been in Japan
for four months now, which has been challenging.
Although it can be difficult at times, this experience
has also brought about some of my best life moments.

So far, these are some of the highlights of my
time here in Japan, | tried nagashi somen, first hike
in Katasoneyama in Funehiki, learned how to cook
curry and rice, tried to wear Yukata, experienced first
spring, visited Abukuma Cave and Jupia Land Hirata,
had my first ramen and sushi, bon dance and lastly
Hanabi Festival in lwaki. I'm aware that I've visited a
few locations in Fukushima. | can't wait to discover
more of Hirono Town.

That's all I've got for now. What about your dream
country? Where would you like to go? What do you
expect? | wish that everyone achieves their goals,
whether in Japan or elsewhere.
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