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A Home Away from Home

Who would not fall in love by the
calming ocean view? Who would
not wish to embrace the relaxing sea
breeze? Situated in a favored terrain
where there is balance between the
rolling hills and the abundant body of
waters, this humble town blooms like a
LLIB&, yamayuri. Yes, just like its flower symbol, Hirono flourishes too.

As a foreigner, one of my greatest enemies is homesickness. Although
technology connects me with my family and friends 24/7, no amount
of internet can save me from missing home. | carried this loneliness for
three months and thought it would never end. Until one day, | received a
teaching assignment in Hirono, Fukushima.

It's like the storm passed and the rainbow appeared when my sight first
landed on the panoramic view of the Pacific Ocean. It was breathtaking. |
got excited and my head went 360° while | was approaching Hirono town
proper. | could not stop myself from looking at the beautiful trees, verdant
mountains, and crystal-clear seas. It's like love at first sight.

In a span of three weeks, | learned some wonderful things about this
town already. The people are very welcoming and cordial. The community
is serene and peaceful. Nature is enchanting and rejuvenating. The
town may be small but the spirit of unity and resiliency is big enough to
overcome any calamities. And this is what makes me want to stay here.
The camaraderie that reminds me of the Philippines. It's like | found a
home even if | am away from home.

Nevertheless, | will spend my remaining week here joyfully so | can
make friends and discover more heart-warming sceneries. So that one
day, when someone asks me which place in Japan gives me the “feel at
home' feeling, | would gladly say, “Hirono.”

Hirono-machi Futaba-gun Fukushima
Photo by: BB FILHE
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