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It's tiring to live in the winter but
the feather like falling of the crystal
snow is comforting and blanketing the
surrounding white is amazing. These are
the pictures | only saw in the movies and
children's fancy books before.

With the arrival of spring, my daily life become a little easier.
There is a joy when | see different types of flowers sprouting from
the ground. One of the most awaited of all is the time when
cherry blossom blooms. Before the pandemic, tourists would ask
the right time to go to Japan. A very confusing question to give a
specific date because flowering depends on the temperature. |
am fortunate to have been given the opportunity to indulge in the
beauty that nature brings. Here, | realized that the blooming of the
cherry blossom is very important to the people of Japan. Even the
announcement of the beginning of the festival relies on the number
of the first clusters approved by the officials. It gives new hopes
to everyone's life. Its flowers are soothing and bring charms to
everyone's soul.

Almost eleven years ago, Japan, especially this town experienced
a devastating earthquake and a tragic tsunami that caused the
explosion of the nuclear power plant. It is painful to think that
people have almost left this town. But despite of that, nothing had
stopped the cherry blossom from spreading its beauty to this town.

Today, | stand with you in remembering the over a decade-long
recollection of the destructive event in the lives of the people of
this town. May the courage be yours to overcome the challenges
you have endured. Like the magnificent cherry blossom tree that is
as resilient as time goes on.
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