Happy New Years!
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Happy New Years! This is my first New Years in Japan and

| was so excited.
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| was able to celebrate the New Year by going to a shrine in Tokyo.
The line to get in was very long but it was worth the wait. | had a friend with me

who told me all about the customs and traditions attached
with celebrating New Years in Japan. | made sure to pray
before getting my fortune. Unfortunately, | only got so-so
luck. It looks like this year will only be so-so for me but | will
still give it my best.
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| also got to make mochi, right here in Hirono. It was my first time ever making
mochi and | wasn't exactly sure what to do. With the help of the staff of the Hirono

Town Hospital | was able to make some delicious food. | was
even able to bring some home for my friends who also got
to enjoy the food that | made. Food made with love always
taste better. Best of luck to everyone in the New Year.
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