The Legend of Marathon
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One summer around 2500 years ago, the city of Athens won a
great victory over invaders from the Persian Empire. The two armies
clashed at a town near Athens called Marathon.
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Today, the Battle of Marathon is chiefly remembered for the actions of Philippides, an Athenian
messenger. It is said that after the battle he ran from Marathon to Athens-a distance of around
40 kilometers-to deliver news of the great victory. This story is probably a legend, yet it has
had a great influence.
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The Battle of Marathon The battlefield today
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Athens today The finish line of the Olympic marathon, 1908
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