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Summer Solstice =

June twenty-first marks the Summer Solstice. Parts of the UK can
receive as much as 17 hours of daylight on this day.
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Stonehenge in Wiltshire, England is a popular destination for
Solstice celebrations. Each year around 20,000 people attend the
celebrations there.
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Stonehenge was built around 5,000 years ago and today is one of the most famous ancient
sites anywhere in the world.
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There are numerous theories as to exactly why it was built. The layout of the site hints that
its functions included indicating the arrival of new seasons. The stones are arranged in such
a way that, at the height of summer, the rising sun aligns with the arches and shines upon a
central, altar-like structure.
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It seems likely that Stonehenge once served some ritual or spiritual purpose. After all, in pre-
modern societies many crucial aspects of daily life — the raising of animals, the sowing of crops
and the sharing of food reserves between harvests — were bound to the cycle of the seasons.
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As they watch the sunrise on the morning of the Solstice, many people speak of feeling
connected to this essential part of human experience: the coming and going of the seasons
and the passing of time.
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