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The Boat Races ¥ :#®f—t:L—2X

Oxford and Cambridge are Britain's two oldest and most famous
universities. Among the most well-known expressions of their fierce rivalry
is an annual series of rowing races on the River Thames in London. They
are generally known simply as ‘The Boat Race’.
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The races have taken place almost every year since the inaugural event in

1829. The course is around seven kilometers in total. The average pace over twenty kilometers per hour,
requiring rowers to achieve fitness levels close to those of Olympic athletes.
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Some races have gained particular fame and notoriety. On several occasions, one of the boats has sunk
mid-race due to bad weather. In 1912, both teams sank! The huge pressure on rowers has caused
tensions: in both 1959 and 1987, the Oxford team mutinied against their coach before the races,
attracting significant media attention and controversy. The 1877 race was so close that is was eventually
declared a draw; the question of who really won is still debated today.
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To date, Cambridge has won the Boat Races 82 times and Oxford, 80 times.
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On the day of the competition, around 250,000 people line the banks of the Thames to spectate, and around
15 million more watch on television. The obvious comparison in Japan is Hakone Ekiden: a university sports
competition that has become one of the country's most watched and anticipated sporting events.
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Cambridge University, founded in 1209
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Oxford University, founded around 1096
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The 2013 races
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A picture of the 1877 draw
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