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William Adams: a British samurai
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In April 1600, a Dutch merchant ship landed on the coast
of Kyushu. At that time Tokugawa leyasu ruled the region
as daimyo of Edo. He believed the crew were pirates and
imprisoned them. Among them was an English sailor called William Adams. Whilst
in prison Adams was interrogated. His captors were impressed by his knowledge of
sailing, navigation and ship-building.
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A statue of Adams in A contemporary wood-— The grave of Miura Anjin
Hirado City carving of Adams in Hirado City
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