The Photographs of Felice Beato
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Felice Beato was a photographer of mixed Italian and British
descent. He pioneered photographic techniques and was
one of the first people to take photographs in East Asia. His
pictures are remarkable not only for their quality, but also for their rarity as images of
Edo and Meiji Era Japan.
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Beato was born in Italy in 1832. He learned to take photographs in the 1850s and
later travelled to the Ukraine, India and China where he documented the things he
saw. Between 1863 and 1877 he travelled around Japan taking photographs in many
locations around the country. He published around two hundred images - a collection
of portraits, landscapes and cityscapes.
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Beato took black-and-white photographs then had them painted by hand. He
combined cutting-edge camera technology with traditional Japanese water-colouring
techniques. The results are striking and extraordinarily beautiful: images that seem to
be mid-way between paintings and photographs.
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Felice Beato died in 1909 as a respected photographer, having witnessed Japan
transform from a feudal society to a modern country. His photographs are a glimpse
into Japan he knew.
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Samurai of the Satsuma clan, during the Boshin War (1868~1869)
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