PR T &1’&—3\1
23

Thoughts on Learning Languages
=nn§?13\tl/\9;t

ﬂ R 2 85 R ET 3 B SR £ 5 5 B

A A— ~_‘

What's the easiest language to learn? The short answer is - it depends on your q25228¢ 7 B14H. HH(“(&"HTE’\):’HHW—C‘

native language. . A
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If your native language is French, you'll probably find that other Latin-based Al =

languages like Spanish, Italian and Portuguese are most easily approachable. %EE’J(L FFEE}BIS@ES&%IJ_&LK-T-J (&2s

German, Dutch and Scandinavian people often find English straightforward because the grammar and RLf=LELr-

pronunciation are largely drawn from old northern European languages. °
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It can also help if the language you want to learn uses a familiar writing system. Languages like Polish, Turkish )

and Vietnamese are incredibly different to English — but they all use variations of the Latin alphabet (21— V=), EBEATFSANER EEIIR) LD

so perhaps I'd find them easier to pick up than languages like Arabic, Russian and Thai which use unfamiliar TAREOEE | Z2RARSELUX U,

scripts.

Ffe. ZURVEBONEDFAPLITVANESMNCEHLIDEYT, M—SV RE. MUVIFE. RN FABERLEEEFEDSS s ©
EBTIH, PILTPRy RZRAVNTLSRESD, PSEPEBEPOVFPE Y1BOLIBRRIEIEHRBRVIFOSELDITEV

TEREEE = ABRE TR, LHEILRE 2 5
What about Japanese? Kanji are certainly challenging and time-consuming. And the grammar is extremely AEEFD— 4

complicated. However, other features of Japanese are remarkably straightforward. Hiragana and katakana are j(ﬁu%i(k.&bb\_c\ %1 @E@E%
completely consistent so once you've learned them they're very easy to read. They're far more logical than b‘Fﬁf‘Eéﬂi Ui

English words, which are often written completely differently to the way they're pronounced. g o
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Additionally, Japanese is easy to pronounce. While English has sounds like ‘th’ , ‘v’ and ‘I’ that aren't found KZELBEEA>TLE U,

in Japanese, Japanese has no sounds that aren't also found in English. In other words it's fairly easy for an
English-speaker to pronounce Japanese, certainly easier than for a Japanese-speaker to pronounce English.
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All languages have both easy and challenging features. Sometimes your native language can give you a head-

start. But ultimately, with the right motivation any language can be learned. ' Y172 2 ﬁnqbga
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