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Thoughts on Learning Languages
SEFEEFEREVNDTE

What's the easiest language to learn? The short answer is - it depends on your
native language.

—BEBICHICDITONDSELEMTLLOIN? ENIE. HRIORE &EIICHICDT
=8 [CEDFT,

If your native language is French, you'll probably find that other Latin-based /
languages like Spanish, Italian and Portuguese are most easily approachable.

German, Dutch and Scandinavian people often find English straightforward because the grammar and
pronunciation are largely drawn from old northern European languages.

HUBRBIOBEN TSV RAEBRD, AR VEPAIUPE. MILNAILEBREQHMDSTVERDESEFHLAPTVT
b;i%l\“'f‘yﬁﬁ\ FSVEE AAVT 1 TEPDARIE, EPESNEVIEROEEN SR TLDEENZULLBZD
F9 T,

It can also help if the language you want to learn uses a familiar writing system. Languages like Polish, Turkish
and Vietnamese are incredibly different to English - but they all use variations of the Latin alphabet (O—V =),
so perhaps I'd find them easier to pick up than languages like Arabic, Russian and Thai which use unfamiliar
scripts.

Fie. —?UTCL\§§EGJB'Z$7J‘§-;*T,J>*\5§'L\7‘J\<‘:“57’J‘(C%J:Diﬁ'o MR—3YREE, MUVOE XM FLABRE2KEEBEITEDSS
EBTIN, PILTPRy hZRAVNTLDRSD, PISEPEPOVFPE YT1TBOEIIBRRIEIEHRBRVIFOSELDITEV
PIVERNFET,

What about Japanese? Kanji are certainly challenging and time-consuming. And the grammar is extremely
complicated. However, other features of Japanese are remarkably straightforward. Hiragana and katakana are
completely consistent so once you've learned them they're very easy to read. They're far more logical than
English words, which are often written completely differently to the way they're pronounced.

BAERIEDTUL D?EFRAHICHLUL, BRI DOICHEHANNDET, SCEHMIKICTPPI LTI, LHL. fthD
BEAEZEORHIFELFEDDDPITUVDTYT, UDHREATIHHEI—EEZITCUEAIEFTHEAPT K, REE2LLERDRD
TEMICEBEELDET >V TIVTT,

Additionally, Japanese is easy to pronounce. While English has sounds like ‘th’ , ‘v’ and ‘I’ that aren't found
in Japanese, Japanese has no sounds that aren't also found in English. In other words it's fairly easy for an
English-speaker to pronounce Japanese, certainly easier than for a Japanese-speaker to pronounce English.
ZNIC, BARBEIFERENEETI, FEEICE Tthl Tv] Tl &E BARBICERBRVEBDHDFEITH. BAEREICEHEECRN
HEELWDDEHDFERBA. TIHH, HEEZFEITAICE>TE BERBORZFETHH UL BEREBEHEIT AN HREBEF
BN - EBERDTT,

All languages have both easy and challenging features. Sometimes your native language can give you a head-
start. But ultimately, with the right motivation any language can be learned.

EDSFHEICH, BERBRDEHUVVWEDDBDET, HRICOBENENCHLEDHHDTLL D, THER[, PIIHD
NIFEDEFETC> THICHITENDIFT T,

Russian Cyrillic script QY PEDFUILXE Arabic script 7S E7E

Viethamese N ~FLZE Thai script ¥-1:5
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