Summer Holidays Etk#

Most children in the UK get a six-week summer vacation before they start the
new school year in September. This system was designed with agriculture in
mind. Traditionally, each summer at the time of the wheat harvest everyone
available was needed to help on the farms. The long vacation wasn't a break: it
was so children could work on the land.
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Until quite recently that arrangement made sense. But for Britain today it's less suitable: farming is now
mechanized and requires fewer workers; most families now live away from the countryside in towns and cities.
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Many people want to abolish the long holiday by spreading breaks more evenly across the year. Perhaps this
would benefit students and teachers by giving them more regular time off. Plus, some students forget what
they've studied over the summer holiday. Shorter breaks might help them retain what they've learned and
improve their grades.
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However, many others think the long break is a positive thing. Some argue it lets teachers and students rest
properly before the new school year. Others say that spending the summer away from lessons gives children
time to develop interests outside of school and become more independent: of course study is important but it's
only one part of their education.
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Recently the government has talked about a new approach: giving schools more power to decide their own term
dates. Some schools have already been given these freedoms. It will be interesting to see if they opt to make
changes to the summer holiday.
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