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Bonfire Night: 'Remember,
Remember, the Fifth of November!®
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At the end of my first week in Japan | attended Hirono Summer
Festival. It was great to meet so many people from Hirono and to
see such a wonderful firework display! In Japan, many towns have
firework displays in the summer. But in England, it is more common
to see firework displays at the beginning of November.
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On the 5™ November many people in England celebrate a festival
called Bonfire Night. The history of this festival goes back more
than four hundred years to a conspiracy known as the Gunpowder
Plot. In 1605 a group of men planned to assassinate the King of
England. They wanted to use gunpowder to blow up parliament,
killing the king and many other important people. But on the 5"
November 1605, the plot was discovered and the kingdom was
saved! Many English people lit bonfires and set off fireworks

to celebrate. The celebrations happened again every year at the same time after that. They

came to be known as Bonfire Night. One of the leaders of the Gunpowder Plot was called Guy

Fawkes, so the festival is also sometimes called Guy Fawkes Night.
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My hometown, Lewes, is famous for its Bonfire Night celebrations. Every year on the 5™
November we hold a big parade through the town. People wear bright costumes and carry
flaming torches. There are brass and samba bands and lots of food. After the parade, there are
many firework displays and bonfires in the fields outside the town. Many thousands of people
attend the celebrations. People come from all over England and also from other countries.
| hope that one day you will visit Lewes on the 5" November to watch!
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