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Hello Hirono-machi!

My name is Joshua Gray. You can call me "Josh’ or "Joshua,’
or if you want to be really formal, 'Mr. Gray' is fine. | am
very exited to be living in the town of Hirono! It has only
been a week, and already | have had some really great
experiences. | have been surprised with the warmth and
generosity of the people | met! | know that Emily enjoyed
living and teaching here and she has set a good example
for me to follow. | am sure she will be missed! | don't know
if | can replace her, but | will do my best with my teaching. |
am really excited to be assisting at the junior high school
and to have the opportunity to teach English conversation
with adults and primary school students as well.

| am from the State of California on the Southwestern
coast of the United States of America. | grew up in a
coastal suburb north of San Diego. In September 2005 |
graduated from the University of California in Santa
Barbara with a major in East Asian Studies. | studied
abroad in Yokohama for my last semester and had a great
time! The four months | spent in Japan was too short.
Mostly of my time was with other Americans, so | didnt get
to experience as much of Japanese culture as | wanted.
Furthermore, because | also love to teach, | thought coming
to Japan as a teacher would be the perfect way to spend
the next two or three years. | think Hirono is a great fit for
me and | feel very lucky! As far as the future, | haven't
decided yet what | will do for a career, but | am considering
going back to school for a business degree or applying to
work in foreign services for the U.S. government.

| enjoy practicing martial arts, traveling and eating good
food. | like most Japanese food, especially sushi --- But don't
try to offer me natto. That is one Japanese food | have
tried and will not eat again. Even though | have lived close
to the coast for most of my life, | have not learned how to
surf. | hope that | can learn how to surf here in Japan. |
would also like to try fishing sometime. Please don't be
afraid to come up and talk to me.

Even if your English is not so good | am patient and am
happy to help. | also welcome the opportunity to practice my
Japanese. Sorry, my Japanese needs a lot of work, so
please have patience with me. Even if | am listening to
music on my iPod don't be afraid to tap me on the shoulder
and say 'hello.” Or, if you like, you can email me anytime. |
look forward to meeting all of you and becoming a part of
the Hirono community!

Sincerely. 6 o) C

Joshua Gray PN K]

greatultimatefist@gmail.com } A@
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